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2012 CAN-AM SPYDER RS ROADSTER:  
»  Combining Sport and Adventure

The Can-Am® Spyder® RS  line represents the machine for the rider who has a passion for sporty adventure, and the eagerness to go forth and conquer the open 

road around the country or just around the block. From its performance-oriented, three-wheel, open-air configuration to its cutting-edge design and sporty stance, 

the Spyder RS roadster from BRP is a legitimate head turner, even when standing still. However, this innovative vehicle, which is purpose-built with an performance 

attitude, crisp acceleration and the intrinsic ability to tame turns. It looks, rides and performs unlike anything in the powersports industry and that’s perfect.  

This year, the Can-Am Spyder RS-S model gets even more sport performance thanks to a front-end that is updated with Fox Racing Shox front suspension. These 

shocks feature improved compression and rebound damping performance and a threaded pre-load adjuster. The Spyder RS-S also comes in two new, eye-catching 

colors: Neutron Green Metallic / Satin Black and Can-Am Red / Satin Black.

MORE »



FOR RELEASE: JULY 10, 2011 9:00 P.M. EDT

2012 CAN-AM SPYDER RS ROADSTER
COMBINING SPORT AND ADVENTURE

3

All Can-Am Spyder RS roadsters are loaded with machismo thanks to its proven Rotax® 998cc V-twin engine. The powerplant, which has great torque and shortens 

roads with a twist of the throttle, is mated to the two available five-speed transmissions. The electronic five-speed (plus reverse) SE5™ transmission, which is 

controlled by the left hand (thumb and forefinger) and requires no clutching, is optional. A standard SM5 (manual) five-speed transmission also includes reverse. 

The Can-Am Spyder RS roadster models all feature an innovative and stable architecture from BRP. Two forward wheels and a double A-arm design are up front 

and a swingarm with a mono shock and a single rear wheel drives the machine. The Spyder RS is also outfitted with the Vehicle Stability System (VSS), a system 

developed in partnership with Bosch. Combine the Y configuration, VSS with proven automotive-derived technologies such as anti-lock braking, traction and stabil-

ity control and the Can-Am Spyder roadster line offers confidence-inspiring handling and control, as well as a ride that’s as unique as it is exhilarating.

VITAL INFO: 2012 SPYDER RS ROADSTER 

WHAT’S NEW FOR 2012 
» Amber-colored LCD display

» Steel Black Metallic

LCD DISPLAY: 

» New multi-function LCD display coloration for improved contrast at night

COLORS: 

» Steel Black Metallic

» Pearl White Metallic (Returning from last season)

MORE »»  PEARL WHITE METALLIC »  STEEL BLACK METALLIC 
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VITAL INFO: CAN-AM SPYDER RS-S ROADSTER

SNAPSHOT:

The Spyder RS roadster is eye-catching and more than capable of making a sporty impression, however, the Spyder RS-S takes performance and styling to the next 

level. From its dual-spoke front wheels, contrast-stitched seat, carbon-black aluminum parts, painted front spoiler and A-arm covers, and exclusive graphics the 

Spyder RS-S roadster is dressed for success on the open road. Available with either the SM5 or SE5 transmissions with reverse.

WHAT’S NEW FOR 2012? 

» New gas-charged FOX Racing Shox front suspension with threaded pre-load adjustment

» Amber coloration LCD display

» Two new striking-and-bold color choices — Neutron Green Metallic / Satin Black and Can-Am Red / Satin Black.

» Carbon-black aluminum treatment for the handlebar, foot pegs (rider and passenger) and both the front and rear suspension springs.

MORE »
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SUSPENSION: 

» The new gas-charged, anodized-aluminum FOX Racing Shox front shocks on the Spyder RS-S models are adjustable for preload and have improved 

 compression and rebound damping. The shocks, which provide a 33% weight reduction per shock on the stock Spyder RS shocks, wear carbon-black-

 colored springs. 

LCD DISPLAY: 

» New multi-function LCD display with amber coloration for improved contrast at night.

COLORS:

» Neutron Green Metallic / Satin Black Color 

» Can-Am Red / Satin Black Color 

» Pure Magnesium Metallic / Steel Black Metallic (Carried over from 2011)

MORE »

»  NEUTRON GREEN METALLIC / SATIN BLACK

»  CAN-AM RED / SATIN BLACK 

»  PURE MAGNESIUM METALLIC  / STEEL BLACK METALLIC
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KEY SPYDER RS TECHNOLOGIES

CHASSIS:

Y ARCHITECTURE

With its two-wheels up front and single rear wheel in the rear, the Can-Am Spyder RS lineup is defined by its Y architecture. This configuration also provides the 

open-air feel of a motorcycle, but complements that feature with the stability reminiscent of a dialed-in sports car.  

SST™ FRAME 

Proven on the BRP Can-Am ATVs, the Surrounding Spar Technology frame, which is an exclusive technology to BRP, is designed to reduce weight while at the 

same time offering increased durability with fewer parts. This chassis also contributes to the Spyder RS roadster’s low center of gravity and impressive handling.  

DOUBLE A-ARM FRONT SUSPENSION WITH ANTI-ROLL BAR

The Double A-arm front suspension geometry, which includes dual shocks and more than 5.7 inches (145 mm) of suspension travel — was built to please with its 

precision handling point-and-shoot dynamics. A standard anti-roll ensures optimal cornering while delivering a smooth and stable ride.

REAR SWING ARM WITH SHOCK

The single-rear wheel-and-tire set-up supplies superb traction and acceleration while the single shock absorber is more than capable of soaking up the road and 

providing a cushioned ride.

DYNAMIC POWER STEERING

DPS™ is an electronically controlled power steering system, which provides the rider with a varying assist when turning the handlebars. The amount of assistance 

varies with the speed of the vehicle to adjust the sterrig effort to a comfortable level. 

POWERTRAIN: 

ROTAX V-TWIN ENGINE

The muscular Rotax 998 cc has proven itself in over the years and is as powerful as it is reliable. The 998cc V-Twin pumps out 106 hp at 8,500 rpm and 77 lb.-ft. of 

torque at 6,250 rpm, yet can go from 0-60 mph (0-100 km/h) in only 4.5 seconds! Electronic fuel injection, with its multi-point design and huge 2.24-inch (57mm) 

throttle body, means improved fuel efficiency and instantaneous throttle response.

MORE »
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BELT DRIVE

The Spyder RS roadster features a final belt drive, as opposed to a chain or shaft drive design, which attaches to the rear sprocket. This set-up efficiently and 

smoothly transfers power to the ground and offers simple maintenance.

SM5 TRANSMISSION

The SM5 transmission features a smooth-shifting 5-speed gearbox with reverse with a traditional manual clutch and foot shifter. 

SE5 TRANSMISSION

The semi-automatic transmission uses an electronic 5-speed gearbox with reverse that is controlled by the rider’s left thumb and forefinger. Shift up using the left 

thumb lever and then down shift using the left forefinger. The intelligent system also automatically downshifts when the roadster comes to a stop. 

REVERSE 

The easy-to-use reverse mechanism features a push-button design and improves maneuvering in tight areas. 

VEHICLE STABILITY SYSTEM 

VSS, developed in partnership with Bosch, incorporates proven technologies borrowed from the automotive industry and combines those with the Y architecture to 

create unmatched control during adverse situations. The engineers behind this system seamlessly integrated Stability Control, Traction Control and an Anti-lock 

braking system and specifically calibrated VSS for use in the Can-Am roadster and its three-wheel configuration. The Vehicle Stability System provides peace of 

mind for an incredibly confident ride.

The VSS also earned the 2010 Automotive News PACE awards for innovation partnership.

STABILITY CONTROL SYSTEM

This system relates the Can-Am Spyder roadster intended direction, using inputs for handlebar and throttle positioning and the vehicle’s actual direction and then 

acts seamlessly and immediately to correct the situation. If they are not the same, the system reduces engine rpm and/or individually slows (actively brakes) the 

wheels to correct the course.

MORE »
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ANTI-LOCK BRAKING SYSTEM 

ABS not only helps to maintain the vehicle’s maneuverability during aggressive braking situations, but it also gives the Can-Am roadster a shorter stopping distance 

than most automobiles. The system uses integrated wheel sensors to determine if a wheel is at risk of locking under braking. To keep maneuverability optimal, the 

system seamlessly and rapidly engages and disengages (or pulses) the brake to allow the driver to steer in the intended direction.

TRACTION CONTROL SYSTEM  

If the rear wheel loses traction, the TCS will sense it and instantaneously reduces engine rpm until sufficient grip returns. 

CONVENIENCE/COMFORT 

With its sporty, yet comfortable stance and plenty of storage, it’s ready to hit the road for a trip around the block, or the country.

ELECTRIC START 

Reliable, push-button starting ensures a quick getaway.

MULTI-FUNCTION GAUGE DISPLAY 

The new amber-colored multi-function LCD display offers improved clarity for night riding. It also includes a digital speedometer, tachometer, odometer, trip and 

hour meters, gear position, temperature, engine lights, electronic fuel gauge and clock.

ONBOARD STORAGE

A sizeable 12-gallon (44 L) lockable storage compartment is located beneath the hood. It is large enough for a helmet or custom roller suitcase.

D.E.S.S.TM SECURITY SYSTEM 

BRP engineers added an extra level of security with the proven Digital Encoded Security System. This system requires the properly coded electronic key in order 

to operate the roadster. 
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CANADA & U.S.: 
Chaz Rice
Manager, Media and Public Relations, Can-Am 
450.532.5120 
chaz.rice@brp.com 

INTERNATIONAL: 
Oliver Camus 
Product Manager, BRP International 
450.532.6113
oliver.camus@brp.com
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